
 

Page 1 of 6                                             Shevington PC - Policy Committee Meeting – 5 October 2017 

Minutes of the Shevington Parish Council 
Policy & General Purposes Committee Meeting 
Held 5 October 2017 
7.05pm Shevington Library 
 
Present: Councillor I Whiteley (Chair), Councillors C Miles, W McKnight, J Ball,         
C Horridge, K Shaw, A Bland and J Fletcher.  
Co-opted Committee Members: Mrs E Longmore, Mr D Crook and Mrs J Brown. 
Ms L Prescott, the Service Delivery Footprint Manager (Wigan North), was present 
for Items 1 to 3. 
No members of the public were present. 
 
 
In Attendance:  Mrs K Pilkington (Clerk to the Council) 
 
 

1. Apologies 
 
Cllr J Calderbank 
Mr B King and Mr B Lomas 
 
 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 
None. 
 
 
Cllr A Bland joined the meeting. 
 

3. Wigan North Service Delivery Footprint  
 

The Chairman welcomed Lynn Prescott, the Service Delivery Footprint Manager 
(Wigan North), who gave a presentation on the proposals for, principles behind and 
progress in relation to the development of the multi-agency Service Delivery initiative 
in Wigan Borough.  See Appendix A. 

 
The presentation was followed by a discussion.  Ms Prescott advised that concerns 
about issues should be forwarded to her via the Clerk. 
 
The Chairman thanked Ms Prescott for her presentation. 
 
Ms L Prescott left the meeting. 

 
 
4. Minutes of the Last Policy & General Purposes Committee Meeting 

(7 September 2017) 
 
Amendment to Item 13:  the phrase ‘when a decision about which one should be 
adopted would be made.’ in the second paragraph was removed 
 
Resolved:  Subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the Policy & General 
Purposes Committee Meeting held on 7 September 2017 were approved as a true 
and correct record. 
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5. Village Issues 
 
Litter Bin at the Junction of Longbrook with High Park 
In answer to a question from an elected member the Clerk replied that there was no 
update on what had been written in the Clerk’s Report the previous week. 
 
Traffic Speeds Along Miles Lane 
A Co-opted Committee member raised concerns about the safety of children crossing 
the road in Miles Lane, as cars often travelled at great speed along it.  Now that the 
primary school had closed the provision of a lollipop service had ceased.  In addition 
there was no Pelican Crossing.  Because of the number of cars regularly parked 
along this stretch of highway it was difficult to see on-coming traffic when trying to 
cross the road. 
 
Recording of Parish Council Meetings 
An elected member reported that she had received a reply following an information 
request made to NALC in relation to this topic.  NALC had informed her that the right 
to record meetings was a statutory right which applied to everyone and superceded 
corporate agreements. 
 
Long-Lasting Light Bulbs 
The Co-op had agreed to provide a collection point for both long-lasting light bulbs 
and batteries.  This information would be included on the next newsletter. 
 
Silver Birch on Shevington Recreation Ground 
It was reported that very young children had been responsible for felling one of the 
silver birches on Shevington Recreation Ground. 
 
Fly Tipping Behind the Parade of Shops 
A Co-opted Committee member reported that the pile of fly tipping behind the parade 
of shops in Gathurst Lane had not been removed. 
 
Damaged Barrier at J27 of the M6 
The damaged barrier had been reported.  So far there had been no reply.  
 
Grounds Maintenance Matters in Shevington Parish 
A letter in response to several matters raised in relation to grounds maintenance had 
been received from Mark Tilley (Assistant Director Infrastructure and Regulatory 
Services) of Wigan Council.  Mr Tilley had informed the Council that: 

(a) The grass verges along Miles Lane, Appley Bridge and Whiteacre Park had 
been inspected.  The quality of the maintenance had been deemed by the 
area inspector to be satisfactory.  Inclement weather had, however, at times 
thwarted the planned grounds maintenance programme. 

(b) The Parish Council’s offer to take over the responsibility of the maintenance 
of the highway verges and the open space in the park had been declined, 
mainly because the LA would still be liable for these assets and any claims 
that might in future arise from them. 

(c) The accompanying request that the LA should fund the exercise referred to in 
(b) had also been refused, because there were financial procurement 
procedures in place which meant that the LA could not simply pass on public 
monies to the Parish Council to sub-contract the work as suggested. 

In his letter Mr Tilley had pointed the Parish Council in the direction of ‘The Deal’ 
initiative and the grants available through it.  He had also suggested that the Parish 
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Council should encourage the establishment of ‘in Bloom’ and ‘Friends of’ groups 
that could apply for funding for environmental improvement projects. 
The Clerk would reply to Mr Tilley. 
 
‘In Bloom’ Article in Newsletter 
The Secretary to Shevington in Bloom had written to thank the Parish Council for the 
article in the newsletter praising the work of ‘in Bloom’ volunteers. 
 
Up-to-Date Directory of Senior Wigan Council Staff 
In view of the turnover of senior staff currently being experienced by Wigan Council 
the Clerk had been asked to submit a request for an up-to-date directory.    The Clerk 
had been informed that parish councillors should continue to report things on the 
‘Report It’ App or via the other departmental contact details on the Wigan website.  
For urgent matters the official contact was the Democratic Services Manager, who 
would channel enquiries in the right direction. 
 
Unauthorised Structures and Public Liability 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s insurers had advised that the public liability 
cover included unauthorised structures. 
 
Meeting with Wigan Council’s CEO 
The date suggested by Ms Donna Hall’s office was not convenient for members and 
the Clerk would seek to arrange a meeting on a date after the November Council 
meeting. 
 

 
6. Procedure for the Appointment of New Co-opted Committee 

Members 
 

A suggested procedure for the appointment of new Co-opted Committee members 
was discussed at length. 
 
Resolved:  The suggested procedure was rejected – Co-opted Committee members 
would be appointed on merit as required. 
 
A member requested a recorded vote. 
 
FOR:  Cllrs Shaw, Fletcher, Whiteley, Miles, Horridge and Bland      AGAINST:  None 
 
Six out of eight elected members present voted.   
Co-opted Committee members were not eligible to vote. 
 

 
7. Annual Inspection of Property – List of Priorities 

 
Proposed priorities based on the observations made in the report on the Annual 
Inspection of Property were discussed.  Some had already been addressed. 
 
Resolved:  The following were agreed as priorities: 

• Temporary repairs to damaged flagging in Memorial Park 

• Repairs to the boundary wall at Forest Fold 

• Replacement of the palisade fencing along the boundary of the raised bed 
allotment area 

• Recovering of the toilet floors. 
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Enquiries would be made about progress with the provision of a padlock for the 
allotment gates. 
A request was made that an update on progress with the plans for Memorial Park 
should be an agenda item at a meeting in the near future. 
 
 

8. Design for Dementia 
 

Mr B King’s report was received and noted.  See Appendix B. 
 

 
9. Shevington Community Primary School 

 
The contents of a letter from James Winterbottom, the LA’s Director of Children & 
Families, were discussed.  The letter was in response to an enquiry submitted on 
behalf of the Council by the Clerk. 
 
Mr Winterbottom had confirmed that the suggestion that the LA had asked for sealed 
bids for the former Shevington Community Primary School site was not accurate – it 
was purely a rumour.  With regard to the Council’s other important point about the 
road safety measures to be introduced for the benefit of young families travelling 
from Shevington to Shevington Vale he had written that the LA had issues bus 
passes to those who needed them.  Otherwise the traffic and pedestrian volume 
information in the possession of the LA had not indicated any issues and no 
concerns had been raised by either the school or directly by the parents.                  
Mr Winterbottom had stated that he would welcome any additional information that 
the Parish Council might have on the matter. 
 
Mr Winterbottom had also written to the Chairman to raise an objection to an 
incorrect assertion made in the latest edition of the Parish newsletter.  The Chairman 
had apologised to him and had assured him that a retraction would be published in 
the November edition. 
 
Cllr W McKnight withdrew from the meeting. 
 
The way forward was discussed at length.   
 
Resolved:  It was agreed that the Clerk would reply on behalf of the Council to         
Mr Winterbottom’s letter. 
 
Cllr W McKnight re-joined the meeting. 
 

 
10.  SLCC Training Day Report 

 
A report on a presentation delivered by the SLCC’s legal advisor on the subject of 
good practice in relation to the use of social media was received and its contents 
were noted.  An elected member challenged the accuracy of some of the assertions 
made by the presenter with respect to parish councils’ abilities, as corporate bodies, 
to make decisions in relation to the practices of members. 
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11. Social Media Policy 
 

Two examples of social media policies were received. 
 
Resolved:  Cllrs I Whiteley and J Fletcher would review the two documents and 
recommend the best way forward. 
 
 

12. ‘What’s App’ Reporting Facility 
 

A report on reporting crime and anti-social behaviour occurring in the area was 
received.  A new ‘What’s App’ facility had been set up for use by a closed group 
based in Shevington with Lower Ground. 
 
Resolved:  Members would report incidents to either the Chairman or the Clerk, who 
would pass the information on to the Police.  Reports from residents would be 
reported via the same route. 
 

 
13. Vicarage Lane Fields Working Party – Terms of Reference 

 
The Terms of Reference for the Vicarage Lane Fields Working Party were 
considered.  See Appendix C. 
 
Resolved:  The Terms of Reference were recommended to the Full Council for 
approval. 
 

 
14. Remembrance Sunday Arrangements 

 
The Chairman had reported that she would not be able to attend the Remembrance 
Sunday Service in Shevington on 12 November. 
 
Resolved:  As the Vice Chairman would be representing the Parish Council at the 
War Memorial at Appley Bridge, Cllr K Shaw would stand in for the Chairman at the 
War Memorial in Shevington. 
 
 

15. Christmas Motifs 
 

The three designs of lamp standard motifs selected by the Council the previous week 
were no longer available.  Three alternative designs of motifs within the same price 
range had been circulated prior to the meeting and were considered.  Members 
discussed the best way forward. 
 
Resolved:  The Committee agreed that the project would be deferred to 2018 and 
that the expenditure previously approved by the Council should be ring-fenced and 
included in the budget for the new financial year. 

 
The Clerk reported that she had applied for the Brighter Borough grant supported by 
the district councillors and would try to establish the future position with respect to 
this grant. 
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16. Planning Applications 
 

• A/17/84622/FULL:  Land to the rear of 19 Parkbrook Lane, 
Shevington – erection of one detached dwelling including 
associated access and landscaping 
As no information was available on the Planning Department’s website, 
consideration of this application was deferred. 

 
 

17. Dates of Next Meetings 
 
Council:  26 October    
 
 
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9 pm. 
 
                      Chairman 


